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advise notification of the application of the Act to the area of
anarchical disturbance so called. Nobody has questioned the
drastic character of the legislation. But I' must not labour this
point and make the letter long. These causes were bound sooner
or later to bring about furious deeds of violence, and I can only
say that satyagraha has served as a check, no matter how slight,
upon them. It is clear that the tragedy at Ahmedabad and Viram-
gam could have been absolutely avoided had I not been served with
those orders and subsequently arrested. The vast demonstrations
took place not because it was the satyagraha movement that was
in jeopardy but because it was I who was arrested. Such is the
blind affection of the people towards me,
My suggestions therefore would be that the Government
should recognize satyagraha as an estimable weapon in the arm-
oury of reformer; they should seek the assistance of Messrs Mahomed
Ali and Shaukat Ali, who, so far as I am aware, are able, equally
upright and well informed, and solve the Islamic question to the
entire satisfaction of the intelligent Mahomedan population. There
should be some assuring declaration about the Reforms, and the
Rowlatt legislation should be withdrawn. Until these things
are done, I apprehend there will be no peace in India. The feel-
ing in India today is like a barometer, sensitive to the slightest
atmospheric pressure or change in the political field. If you at
all accept my suggestions, I know you will do all you can to secure
their adoption in your own special way* I may add that I have
passed on most of these suggestions to the Viceroy, and those that
can be locally handled to the Governor of Bombay.
Tours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat: S.N. 6534
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MY  SISTERS AND  BROTHERS,
I could not speak to you at length in my address at the
Satyagrahashram on Monday last; but I wish to place my thoughts
before the public through a few leaflets. Let me first render
accounts, I had received till yesterday Rs. 770 towards the fund
suggested by me. I request that there should be uo delay with
1 The original has "Satyagraha Scries",
2  Vide Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. V,